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FOREWORD

The first seeds of truth which led to the writing of this book were planted in
my heart by a sermon which I heard on a Sunday morning in 1978. Our pastor
was out of town that day so we had a guest speaker. His text was Luke 16:1-
13, sometimes referred to as the Parable of the Unjust Steward. The only thing
I remember today from that message are his comments on verse 9.

I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that
when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings [Luke
16:9].

I don’t remember what he said word for word about this verse, but the general
idea of it was that people you minister to by means of your money will be a
welcoming committee for you when you enter heaven, to greet you and help
you celebrate your reward for giving. He mentioned several examples of who
these people could be: ministers in churches, poor people you helped feed,
people won to Christ because you supported some missionary or ministry ……
anyone to whom you minister by giving your money. Many of these people
you will never see in this life, but they will welcome you when you arrive in
heaven. The first part of the verse urges that we use our money to make these
friends.

I don’t remember anything else the preacher said that day, but what I
remember as clearly as if it were yesterday, is the profound impact that
message had on my heart. I could not get it out of my mind, and a few weeks
after hearing it, I committed myself to finding all the Bible says about
handling money. Over the next two years, I read through the Bible twice and
made a list of every passage which touched on the subject of economics. That
list contains 534 passages and aggregates more than 2000 verses of Scripture.
I’ll be referring to many of the more important of these passages throughout
this book.

After studying the passages in that list, I put together a twelve session seminar
under the title, “Biblical Economics, what the Bible teaches about handling
money.” I taught that series in my home church in 1980, and in several other
churches during the 1980s, the last time being 1989. That seminar, along with
what I have learned since then, has resulted in this book.
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in my soul. Those nine years transformed my life. Most of the truth in the
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literally hundreds of edits in order to get it into a usable product. As I said, I
had no inclination to do an audio. I’m the last one I would choose to do so. I
just kept praying, “Lord, here are my five loaves and two fishes. Only you can
multiply them. Please do so if it is Your will.”

My son-in-law, Karl Wheeler, has been a youth speaker for Dare to Share
Ministries, Int’l., and currently pastors a church in the Denver area. He read
through the manuscript, and spent many hours discussing it, and the
Scriptures, with me. This was special to me, as well as spiritually profitable.
Thanks, Karl.

Thanks also to Ted Spaeth, one of Walt’s students, who took the time to read
several of the chapters and offer some excellent suggestions, some of which
found their way into the final version.

All of my former pastors played a role in molding my understanding of the
Bible, but none as much as my current pastor, Dr. Steven Waterhouse at
Westcliff Bible Church in Amarillo. I have worshipped and studied under him
for the past twenty years. Without even being aware of it, I will undoubtedly
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say things I’ve heard him say from the pulpit, or in discussions. He read a
portion of the manuscript and helped me with some of the more difficult
theological issues. Thanks, Pastor Steve, for your counsel and your faithful
teaching of the Scriptures over these twenty years.

I am indebted to and grateful to Alan Good, business manager of our church,
and editor of the books published by Westcliff Press. He worked tirelessly to
get the manuscript into suitable form for publishing, correct the grammar,
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book, her support, encouragement and prayers will surely earn her a greater
reward than mine. Those who know me (and her) will understand why I say
that.
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PREFACE

I think it is appropriate to include a brief overview of the contents of the book.
I consider the first three chapters to be by far the most important part of the
book, even though they do not even deal specifically with financial
stewardship. They contain no “new” truth in them, for there is no such thing.
It’s just that the truth they contain so dramatically impacted my life, when I
was in my 70s, that I am anxious to integrate them into the biblical financial
principles which I taught years ago. I consider them to be the foundation of
the study, and in fact the foundation of all aspects of the Christian life. I pray
that God will use them to bless your life as He has mine.

►  Chapter 1 is titled Let’s Go Back to Square One. It deals with the theology
of our relationship with God and other people, and explores the simple
proposition that God is in control and He has our best interest at heart.

►  Chapter 2 is titled The Problem – Our Lust for Autonomy. It’s really about
pride and humility, both good Bible words, but they have become so familiar
that I wonder if we really understand their biblical meanings. This chapter
attempts to define the problem we face as we try to be good stewards of the
gifts and assets God entrusts to us to manage for Him. It also proposes the
solution to the problem, which leads naturally to the next chapter.

► Chapter 3 is titled All I Have Commanded (What Jesus Expects of His
Followers). It contains a complete list of all the commandments of Jesus and
the apostles which relate specifically to financial stewardship. I have read
many good books on finances (presented from a biblical perspective), but I
have never seen one which presents this focus on the commandments. I’m not
saying it hasn’t been done. I’m just saying I’ve never seen it, and I think it’s
important, especially in our day.

I am convinced that unless we are serious about the material presented in the
first three chapters, it really won’t make a lot of difference how well we know
all the biblical principles of handling money. Their theme runs through all the
other chapters.

►  Chapter 4 is titled God’s Management Agreement with Man. It is a study
of the parable of the talents, and, in my opinion, gives one of the clearest
pictures of the owner – manager relationship, both from our perspective and
God’s.
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► Chapter 5 is titled The Sin of Materialism. This is the “respectable sin” in
the church today, a sin almost impossible for our conscience to identify. It is
very important to understand how the Bible defines this sin and what its
consequences are.

► Chapter 6 is titled Presuming on the Future. In the list of Jesus’ commands
dealing with economics, this is the very first one. He calls presuming on the
future evil, and so does the apostle James in his commentary on this command.
I believe it is so important that I devoted a chapter to it.

► Chapter 7 is titled Standard of Living. I suspect the average Christian
thinks he is responsible for determining his standard of living on earth, while
God determines his standard of living in heaven. In fact, the Bible teaches
exactly the opposite. It’s really important to get this one straight.

The first seven chapters are mostly theological in nature. All the rest of the
chapters deal with the practical principles of handling money, including
giving, paying taxes, borrowing and lending, getting out of debt, houses,
saving for the future, investing, retirement and estate planning, in that order.
Throughout the book I will share with you some of the mistakes I made in
handling our finances. I do that because it is possible to learn from other
people’s mistakes. That’s my prayer for you as you read the chapters.

Financial decisions you have made in the past, and those you will make in the
future, speak volumes about the seriousness of your relationship with Jesus
Christ. This work is an attempt to give you the necessary biblical truth
required to be a good manager of God’s assets. Your willingness to obey the
Lord’s commandments will, in part, prepare you to give an affirmative
response to the question Jesus asked Peter, “Do you love me?” Remember
that Jesus said to His disciples, and thus to us all, “If you love me, you will
keep my commandments.”

May the Spirit of God move in your heart as you begin at Square One.

E. Jay O’Keefe
October 15, 2006
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