STUDY 2 Theology Proper

T

"The proper study of the Christian is the Godhead. The highest science, the loftiest speculation,
the mightiest philosophy, which can engage the attention of a child of God is the name, the nature,
the person, the doings, and the existence of the great God which he calls his Father".1 –C. H. Spurgeon

I. THE PERSON OF GOD
A. HIS KNOWABILITY

e who
forms the mountains,
creates the wind,
and reveals His thoughts to man,
He who
turns dawn to darkness,
and treads the high places of the earth–
the Lord God Almighty is His name
Amos 4:13

1. HE EXISTS
®What are two essential facts one must believe for a pilgrimage to knowing
God from Hebrews 11:6?

God has been described as self-existent. As Thomas Aquinas said, "He is the first
cause: Himself uncaused.”2
®Put in your own words what you think self-existence means as it is
implied in John 5:26. (Exodus 3:14; Isaiah 41:4; John 8:58).

(Remember that throughout the study the verses in parenthesis are for further study.)

2. HE REVEALS
0 tell of His might, 0 sing of His grace,
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space;
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm.3
(See the chart on page 33 for the questions on He reveals.)
®What has God revealed about Himself through creation and providence

(God's acts in history carrying out His plan) from Romans 1:19-20? (Psalm
8; Psalm 19:1-6; Psalm 104:24-25; Acts 14:15-17; Acts 17:24-29)

®Why is it that God must take the initiative in revealing Himself if we are

to know Him–Romans 11:33? (Deuteronomy 29:29; Job 11:7-8; Isaiah 40:28;
1 Timothy 6:16)
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The chart on page 33 illustrates four reasonable arguments for God's existence.
Cosmological: The existing universe requires an adequate Cause.
Teleological: Building on the cosmological argument there is the added idea that
design and order in the universe imply a Designer.
Anthropological: This is the idea that people's intellectual and moral nature must
have for its author an intellectual and moral Being.
Ontological: The human mind cannot seem to do away with the idea of an
Absolute.
®Though there is validity to some of these arguments, what keeps people

from reasoning their way by means of general revelation (creation and
providence) to a true knowledge of God and His plan–Romans 1:21?
(Isaiah 59:1-2; 1 Corinthians 2:14; 2 Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 4:17-18)

®Though we cannot "see" God through pure reason how are we able to

come into a loving relationship with Him–1 Peter 1:8-9?
(Romans 3:21-31)

B. HIS NATURE
1. HIS ATTRIBUTES
(See the chart on page 34 which provides one way of viewing some of God's attributes.)

"It is my opinion that the Christian conception of God current in these middle years of
the twentieth century is so decadent as to be utterly beneath the dignity of the most high
God and actually to constitute for professed believers something amounting to a moral
calamity."4 –A. W. Tozer

a) GOD AS A UNITY
(His uniqueness necessitates His oneness.)
®How do some people think of God in Psalm 50:21?
(Isaiah 55:8-9)

®How should we think of God from Deuteronomy 4:35?

(Exodus 8:10; Deuteronomy 6:4; I Kings 8:60; Isaiah 40:25)
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b) GOD AS PERSONAL
®From the description of God's relationship with Abraham from Isaiah
41:8 how is He shown to be a personal Being?
(God has intellect (Isaiah 55:8); emotions (Psalm 103:13); and volition (John
6:38). He speaks (Genesis 1:3); sees and hears (Psalm 94:9). He is self-conscious
and self-determining. He is personal.)

c) GOD AS GLORIOUS
As A. H. Strong says,

"Glory is not itself a divine attribute; it is rather a result–an objective result–of the
exercise of the divine attributes."5

Moses requests to see God's glory (Exodus 33:18) and God promises that he
will (Exodus 33:21-22).
®How does God describe His revealed glory in Exodus 34:6-7?

The chart on page 34 shows one way of distinguishing God's attributes. Another
way is a two-fold division such as communicable and incommunicable. The
former are qualities that we can "catch" as well, such as love or holiness. The
later are His qualities in which there is little similarity with us, such as immutable,
never changing (Exodus 3:14; Psalm 102:26-28; Isaiah 41:4; 48:12; Malachi 3:6;
Hebrews 1:11-12) or omniscient, having all and perfect knowledge (Job 37:16;
Psalm 139:1-4; 1 Samuel 23:11-12)
®Psalm 139 is a beautiful rendition of several of God's qualities. What
attribute is described in verses 7-12 and what comfort does that quality
bring?

®Take one attribute from chart on page 34. Look up the verse

and explain how in relation to that attribute you can bring glory
to God this week (that is to bring recognition to others by your
life that God truly possesses that attribute). For an example of
Jesus bringing glory to the Father see John 17:4.

d) GOD AS A SIMPLE BEING
God has been described as existing in simplicity. This means that:

"The attributes are not . . . separate parts of a composite God, but essential qualities
in which the being of God is revealed and with which it can be identified. . . .
Scripture represents them as existing in perfect harmony . . . without any inherent
contradictions."6 –L. Berkhof
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®Why then is it not possible for God to perform an act out of

righteousness which would not also be out of love–James 1:17?

For Further STUDY
®God is a simple being. If any attribute were removed

(or had ever been added) God would cease to be God.
Pick one attribute from the chart on page 34. Think of a
god existing without that attribute. How would he be
different from the true God, Praise God for that attribute.

®Think of a recent difficult situation. Perhaps it seemed that God was being

severe. Rethink that situation in light of God's simplicity. Record your
thoughts realizing that as A. H. Strong says, "When God acts He manifests not
one attribute alone, but His total moral excellence.”7
Thank God for that situation from this new perspective.

e) GOD AS HOLY
"Holiness is the fundamental and essential attribute of the nature of God."'8
–A. H. Strong

Holiness

"The holiness of God means that He possesses absolute perfection in every detail,
and that He is therefore separate from evil."9 –Robert Lightner
"An analogy may help in understanding this concept of holiness. What does it mean
to be healthy? It means more than not being sick. Likewise, holiness is more than
absence of sin; it is a positive healthy state of being right."10 –Charles Ryrie

®What is to be our response to God's holiness?

Psalm 99:3,5
Isaiah 6:3-5
1 Peter 1:16
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For Further STUDY
"In its original and most fundamental sense, holy is not an ethical
concept at all. Rather it means that which is of the very nature of God
and which therefore distinguishes Him from everything else. It is what
sets God apart from His creation. It has to do with His transcendence."11
–James M. Boice

1. Gnosticism, Arianism, Socinianism, Deism and many liberal
theologians present God as so transcendent, so totally other, so
detached and remote that He has no true significance for people.
®How would you refute this? Consider Matthew 10:29-31. (John 14:7, 9; Acts
7:34; Colossians 1:17)

2. Pantheism, Christian Science, Transcendental Meditation, many Eastern Religions,
some aspects of the New Age and some forms of the ecology or “green” movement
present God as so immanent, so near, so identified with the creation and its processes
that He has no separate existence.
®How would you respond to this? Consider Isaiah 40:22. (Isaiah 55:8-9)
(God is transcendent in His being, but immanent in His presence.)

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise.12

2. HIS TRIUNITY
Any statement about the trinity should include something of each of
these three aspects:
a) The oneness, singularity, or unity of God.
b) The three personal distinctions or individualities in the one God, of
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
c) The proper and full deity of each of the three.
Using these three ideas write your own definition of the Trinity.
(You may want to look up some of the verses from the chart on
page 35 for help.)

Triunity
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®Modalism, as taught by Sabellius in the early part of the

third century, agrees that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
are God, but argues that the triune God is all one single
person who simply appears or reveals Himself in three
different ways. How would you answer this from Matthew
3:16-17? (Matthew 28:19; John 14:16; 2 Corinthians. 13:14)
®Arianism, present day Jehovah's Witnesses, and some Unitarians say that

the Father and the Son are distinct persons and therefore Jesus (and the
Holy Spirit) are only Gods in some lesser sense. How would you answer this
from John 1:1? (Acts 5:3-4; Colossians 2:9; Hebrews 1:2-3)
®Study the chart on page 35. Noting that God does not reveal the Trinity

clearly in the Old Testament, but does in the New, what does this imply
generally about the way God reveals Himself?

®Considering the quality of the relationship of the persons in the Godhead,

what does this imply about our relationship to other believers–John 17:21?

C. HIS NAMES
(See Chart on page 36 in which a few of the Old Testament names of God are listed.)

Proverbs 18:10 says, "The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runs into
it and is safe." All of God's names indicate His ability to meet our needs.
®On the chart on page 36 record at least one need that corresponds to each
name listed there.

One of the most precious names of God to the Christian is Father. God is the Father of
all by creation (Ephesians. 4:6), of Israel by covenant (Isaiah 63:16), uniquely of Jesus
Christ (John 17:5) and of Christians by adoption (Romans. 8:14-17).
®What does God's Fatherhood mean to you personally?
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How should God's Fatherhood affect:
®Your prayer life–Matthew 7:9-11?

®Your perspective on needs–Matthew 6:32?

®Your perspective on responsibilities and difficult times–Hebrews 12:9-10?

II. THE PLAN OF GOD
A. HIS CREATION
®How did God accomplish initial creation–Hebrews 11:3?
(Genesis 1; Nehemiah. 9:6; Colossians 1:16)

B. HIS PRESERVATION
®How is it that creation continues to exist–Hebrews 1:3?
(Psalm 119:90,91; Colossians 1:17)

C. HIS PROVIDENCE
"While preservation continues the existence of things, providence directs their progress."13

–Lewis Sperry Chafer
®How extensive is God's sovereignty or rule–Ephesians 1:11? (Job 23:13-14;

Proverbs 16:9; 19:21; 21:30; Ecclesiastes 7:13; Isaiah 14:24, 27; Isaiah 46:9-10;
Lamentations 3:37-38; Matthew 10:29-31; James 4:15; Acts 17:26; Revelation 3:7)

®Why then is there evil from Romans 1:28?

(Job 1:9-12; Isaiah 28:12; Isaiah 30:15; Romans 1:24, 26)

"The decrees of God are His eternal purpose, according to the counsel of His will, whereby,
for His own glory, He has foreordained whatsoever shall come to pass."14
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D. HIS PURPOSE
®What is God's purpose for all creation from
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(Habakuk 2:14; Ephesians 1:12; Revelation 4:11)
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®What is God's purpose for Christians from Romans 8:28-29?

"The goal of God for Himself in creation, is the manifestation of His perfections."15
–Robert D. Culver

III. THE PURSUIT OF GOD
"He should be the solid foundation on which we rest, the goal toward which we press, and the
never failing power by which we live. As we learn to view everything in light of who He is, we
form reliable viewpoints regarding ourselves, others, and life nature of life itself. To know God
better is our deepest need."16 –Warren Myers

A. FEARING GOD
®If wisdom is the ability to live life successfully what is the foundational to
a life of wisdom and why do you think this is true–Proverbs 9:10?
(2 Chronicles 19:7; Job 28:28; Psalm 111:10; 119:120; Proverbs 1:7; Matthew 10:28; Luke
1:50; Hebrews 12:28-29)

®What does the fear of the Lord result in–Proverbs 8:13?

(Proverbs 14:26-27; Isaiah 11:2-3; Acts 9:31; 1 John 4:18)

®What does the fear of the Lord motivate Paul to do in 2 Corinthians 5:11?

B. TRUSTING GOD
Jerry Bridges explains God's sovereign care in our lives in this way:

"God's providence is His constant care for and His absolute rule over all His creation for
His own glory and the good of His people."17 –Jerry Bridges

God's constant absolute rule is a bedrock reason for us to trust Him.
®In Matthew 10:29-31 why does Jesus say that we should trust our Father?

®Even though life can at times be difficult what is another reason we should

trust God in all situations–2 Corinthians 12:9?
(Romans 5:1-2; 8:31; 2 Corinthians 8:9; 9:8; 2 Timothy 2:1; 1 Peter 5:10)
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C. KNOWING GOD
®What is a prerequisite for finding God in
Jeremiah 29:13? What do you think this means?
(Deuteronomy 4:29; Matthew 5:8; Hebrews 12:14)

®How would you describe David's priorities from Psalm 27:4?

(Psalm 63:1-3; Luke 10:41-42; Philippians 3:10)

®What are the results of knowing God from Daniel 11:32?

D. LOVING GOD
®In Deuteronomy 6:4-5 why do you think that God requires us to love Him
with all of our hearts?
®What does Jesus say is essential to fulfilling all of the Scripture–Matthew

22:34-40?

®How does one truly love God according to Jesus in John 14:21-24?

For Further STUDY
®Why do you think it says to seek God's face in Psalm

105:3-4 (Psalm 27:8) instead of His hand?

®What might keep you from being able to say Psalm 73:25?

®What did it cost God for you to know Him? What will it cost you to know

Him?
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®What is one truth (it may be a verse or a thought) you want to share with

another this week from this study?

O

"0 God, I have tasted Thy goodness,
and it has both satisfied me and made me thirsty for more.
I am painfully conscious of my need of further grace.
I am ashamed of my lack of desire. 0 God, the Triune God, I want to want Thee;
I long to be filled with longing; I thirst to be made more thirsty still.
Show me Thy glory I pray Thee, so that I may know Thee indeed.
Begin in mercy a new work of love within me.
Say to my soul, 'Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away.'
Then give me grace to rise and follow Thee up from this misty lowland
where I have wandered so long. In Jesus' name, Amen."18
–A. W. Tozer

For Further READING
®Bridges, Jerry, Trusting God. Colorado Springs: Navpress, 1988
®Kerr, William F., ed. God–What is He Like? Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, 1977.
®Packer, J. I. Knowing God. Downers Grove: Inter Varsity Press, 1973.
®Tozer, A. W. The Knowledge of the Holy. San Francisco: Harper and Row Publishers,

1961.
®Tozer, A. W. The Pursuit of God. Harrisburg: Christian Publications Inc., 1948.
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The Trinity in THE BIBLE
THE NEW TESTAMENT

THE OLD TESTAMENT

Plurality implied:

Elohim:
A plural name – Deuteronomy 6:4
Titles:
Creators – Ecclesiastes 12:1;
Makers – Isaiah 54:5
Plural pronouns:
"Let Us" – Genesis 1:26;3:22; 11:7; Isaiah 6:8
The Son:
Seen as the Angel of YHWH – Genesis 16:7-13;
Zecheriah 3:1-5; His Annointed – Psalm 2:2
The Spirit:
Has the attributes of Deity – Job 33:4;
Psalm 139:7-10

Trinity implied:

Holy, Holy, Holy:
Isaiah 6:3
Three Persons mentioned:
Isaiah 48:16; 63:9-10

Assumed in

THE OLD TESTAMENT

Clearly presented:
Three Persons called God:
John 6:27; John 1:1, 14; Acts 5:4-5
Three Persons equal:
2 Corinthians 13:14
Three Persons distinct:
Matthew 3:16-17
Equal in attributes:
Example – Omniscience: Romans 11:33;
Revelation 2:23; 1 Corinthians 2:11
Equal in works:
Example – Creation: Psalm 102:25; Job 26:13;
Hebrews 1:1-3
Equal in worship and obedience:
John 4:23; 9:38; Ephesians 4:30
Clearly taught by Christ:
John 14-17; Matthew 28:19-20

Progressive Revelation

Asserted in

THE NEW TESTAMENT
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JEHOVAH (YHWH) I AM
Eternal Self-existent One
Exodus 3:14

ELOHIM
Strong One
Exodus 12:12

ADONAI
Lord or Master
Isaiah 6:8-11
JEHOVAH JIREH
The Lord Provides
Genesis 22:14

JEHOVAH SHALOM
The Lord is Peace
Judges 6:24

JEHOVAH TSIDKENU
The Lord Our Righteousness
Jeremiah 23:6

JEHOVAH SHAMMAH
The Lord who i s Present
Ezekial 48:35

JEHOVAH–-– RAPHA
The Lord who Heals
Exodus 15:26
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