STUDY 4 Angelology

A

“All religions recognize the existence of a spiritual world. Their mythologies speak of gods,
half-gods, spirits, demons, genii, heroes, and so on.”1 –L. Berkhof
“In 34 of the 66 books of the Bible there are specific references to angels, in 17 books in the Old
Testament and in 17 books in the New. The word for angel is used 108 times in the Old Testament
and 165 times in the New.”2 –C. Fred Dickason
“Nor is it right to pass by unhonoured those instruments by whom God specially manifests the
presence of His power. ... the Deity is in some measure represented to us in their service, as in a
mirror.”3 –Calvin

I. THE NATURE OF ANGELS
A. ORIGIN
®What is the origin of angels–Psalm 148:2,5?
(Nehemiah 9:6; John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:16)

(Remember that throughout the study the verses in parenthesis and italics are for further
study.)

®What can we tell from Job 38:4-7 about the time of the creation of angels?

B. NAMES AND DESIGNATIONS
“The word angel, both in Hebrew and Greek, means 'messenger'.”4 –Henry C. Thiesson
“They are always designated by the masculine gender in the scriptures [angelos–the
os is masculine] (Genesis 18:1-2, but see Zecheriah 5:9 for a possible exception)”.5

–Charles Ryrie
®What are two designations given for angels in Psalm 104:4?

Angels

(Hebrews 1:7)

®Look over the chart on page 65. Pick one designation from the left hand

column and tell what insight this gives you into the good angels.

C. CHARACTERISTICS
1. PERSONALITY AND SPIRITUALITY
®Angels are personal (Luke 15:10; 1 Peter 1:12; Jude 6) and spiritual
(Hebrews 1:14) beings. As personal beings, how do they set an example
for us–Psalm 103:20?
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®How should we consider ourselves like

I. The nature of angels
A. Origin
B. Names & Designations
C. Characteristics
1. Personality

angels, and what should we never do–Revelation 22:9?
2. APPEARANCE
Angels are varied and glorious in appearance.
®Meditate on the description of the appearance of an angel in Daniel 10:68. Try to imagine yourself as being there. What new appreciation does this
give you for God as the creator of angels?
(Matthew 28:2-3; Isaiah 6:2; Revelation 10:1)

3. DIFFER FROM MEN
®What distinction is drawn between angels and mankind in
Hebrews 2:5-7?

®How would you respond to the notion that people become angels when

they die–l Corinthians 6:3?

4. NUMBER
®How many angels are there–Daniel 7:10?
(Psalm 68:17; Matthew 26:53; Hebrews 12:22; Jude 14; Revelation 5:11; 9:16)
®How do we know that the number of angels does not increase or decrease

in the same way as the human population–Luke 20:35-36?
(Matthew 22:30; Mark 12:25)
5. CAPACITY
®How do angels compare with people in 2 Peter 2:11?
(2 Samuel 14:17; Psalm 29:1; Psalm 89:6; Psalm 103:20)
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I. The nature of angels
A. Origin
B. Names & Designations
C. Characteristics

For Further STUDY

®Due to the fact that angels are created beings, what does

this imply about their limitations? For example, why could
an angel not be all powerful?
®Look again at the names and designations for the good

angels in the left hand column of the chart on page 65. How
can you imitate the activity of the cherubim and seraphim
this coming week?

D. MINISTRIES
"The angels are primarily ministers of God's providence."6 –Henry Thiessen

1. TO BELIEVERS

“Angels are the ministers and dispensers of the divine bounty toward us. Accordingly,
we are told how they watch for our safety, how they undertake our defense, direct our
path, and take heed that no evil befall us."7 –John Calvin

®What very encouraging truth is presented in Hebrews 1:14?

Angels protect, guard, and deliver believers especially from physical harm (Daniel
3:24-28; 6:20-23; 2 Kings 6:16; Acts 5:17-20; 12:5-10).
®What might be a modern day application of Psalm 91:10-12?
Angels direct, strengthen, and encourage believers (1 Kings 19:6; Matthew 4:11; Acts
5:19-20; 27:25).
®What activity was the Lord engaged in when He was strengthened by an
angel and what was the result of the strengthening in Luke 22:41,43-44?
(Daniel 9:20-24; 10:10-12; Acts 12:1-17; Revelation 8:2-4)
®What is another encouraging ministry that the angels carry out–Luke

16:22? (Jude 9; Dan. 12:1-3)

"Scripture indicates that the ministries of angels to men are primarily external and
physical, whereas the ministry of the Holy Spirit is internal and spiritual."8 –C. Fred Dickason
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I. The nature of angels
A. Origin
B. Names & Designations
C. Characteristics
D. Ministries
1. To believers
2. To God

2. TO GOD
Angels worship God (Isaiah 6:30). They are His
messengers and ministers (Hebrews 1:7,14). They are agents of His government by
controlling nature (Revelation 7:1; 16:3, 8-9), controlling and guarding nations
(Daniel 10:13, 21; 12:1).
®What further work do angels accomplish for God toward unbelievers as
illustrated in Psalm 78:43,49? (Genesis 19:1, 12-13; Exodus 12:13, 23;
1 Chronicles 21:15-18; Matthew 13:39; Acts 12:23; Revelation 8:1-6; 15:1; 16:1-21)

3. TO CHRIST
Angels predicted (Luke 1:26-28) and announced Christ's birth (Luke 2:1-15). They
protected (Matthew 2:13-15; 19-21), strengthened (Luke 22:43) and stood ready for
Christ's defense (Matthew 26:53). They announced His resurrection (Matthew 28:12) and predicted His return (Acts 1:11). They also will accompany Him (Matthew
25:31) and gather people at His return (Matthew 24:31; Matthew 13:39-43).
®What example can we draw from the angels in their relationship to Christ
from Revelation 5:11-12?

For Further STUDY
®The thought of a guardian angel comes up from time to

time. What might Acts 12:15 indicate in this regard?
(Matthew 18:10; Hebrews 1:14)

®In the same story how might prayer relate to the ministry of angels in

Acts 12:5-7?

®How should the facts presented in Ephesians 3:10 affect

our conduct? (1 Peter 1:12; 1 Corinthians 4:9)

E. CLASSIFICATION
(See chart on page 63)
1. ORGANIZED

"We cannot study the subject of angels in the Bible without becoming aware of the ranks
among angelic beings. The evidence shows that they are organized in terms of authority
and glory."9 –Billy Graham
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®How do the words of Colossians 1:16

indicate ranks among the angels? (Romans
8:38; 1 Corinthians 15:24; Ephesians 1:21, 3:10,
6:12; Colossians 2:10, 15)

I. The nature of angels
A. Origin
B. Names & Designations
C. Characteristics
D. Ministries
E. Classification
1. Organized

2. ANGEL OF JEHOVAH
"I am rather inclined to agree with ancient writers, that in those passages wherein it is
stated that the angel of the Lord appeared to Abraham, Jacob and Moses, Christ was that
angel.”10 –John Calvin

®Compare Exodus 3:2 and 3:4. If this is Christ, how would this confirm

His deity? (Exodus 14:19; 32:34; Judges 2:1; Zecheriah 1:9-11; Acts 7:30,35,53)

II. THE NATURE OF THE ADVERSARY
“Satan is a malignant reality, always hostile to God and to God's people. But he has already
been defeated in Christ's life and death and resurrection, and this defeat will become obvious
and complete in the end of the age.”11 –L. L. Morris

A. ORIGIN AND FALL
"He . . . no more created the devil as such, that is as he is now, than He created man as he
now is. No 'liar' or 'murderer' ever sprang from His creative will."12 –F. C. Jennings

Isaiah 14:12-20 and Ezekial 28:11-19 are two Old Testament passages which, though
having human counterparts, seem to refer to Satan as the one in the background.
®In Ezekial 28:12-13, what was Satan's origin and how would you describe
his appearance?

®What was the reason for Satan's demise–Ezekiel 28:15-18?

®How would you summarize Satan's sin–Isaiah 14:13,14?

"His own terrible sin before God would not be condemned in the eyes of the world, for it is
that which they most idealize and praise. In his sin he aspired to that which is highest and
proposed to realize his ideal by his own self-sufficiency and strength."13 –Lewis Sperry Chafer
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I. The nature of angels
II. Nature of the adversary
A. Origin and fall

For Further STUDY
®Religious dualism, on which some eastern religions are based

(and modernized in movies like the Star Wars trilogy), teaches
that there are two co-equal, co-eternal forces, one good and one
evil. How would you refute this from Ezekiel 28:15?
®In Genesis 3:5 Satan promises Eve that she will be like God

through her disobedience, meaning that she could rule her own
life independent of God's authority. In what areas of your life are
you strongly tempted to be your own god? (1 Samuel 15:23; Romans
1:25; 1 Timothy 3:6; James 4:6,7; 1 Peter 5:5-8)

B. DESIGNATIONS AND CHARACTER
Satan is personal, not just an evil force (Matthew 4:3-11), who is a spirit or fallen angel
(Ezekial 28:14,16). He is intelligent (Genesis 3:1; Acts 26:18), powerful (Isaiah 14:12,16),
violent (Revelation 2:10), persistent (Luke 4:13) and terribly evil and corrupt
(Ezekial 28:16-17).
®Though Satan is powerful, how do you know from Job 1:7 that he is not
omnipresent (able to be in all places at the same time) like God? (Zecheriah
1:11; 1 Peter 5:8) and how is he limited–Job 1:12?
®Many other designations for Satan are listed on the right hand column of

the chart on page 65. Look over these, pick one and explain what insight this
gives you into his character.
C. DEMONS
"The Bible intends for us to understand that Satan and his evil spirits are unimaginably
evil. They are more cruel, more malicious, more perverted, more destructive, more disgustingly
filthy, more despicable than anything our minds can imagine"14 –R. Sergeant

1. ORIGIN
®Revelation 12:4 appears to refer to Satan's rebellion in the past. The
stars seem to be angels who fell and became demons. If this is true, what
portion fell and what would this indicate about their number?
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2. DESIGNATIONS, CHARACTERISTICS AND
ORGANIZATION

I. The nature of angels
II. Nature of the adversary
A. Origin and fall
B. Designations
C. Demons
1. Origin
2. Designations

®To whom do these fallen angels owe their allegience–Revelation 12:7?

(Matthew 25:41)

®What insight can you draw about the character and organization of

demons from Ephesians 6:12? (Matthew 12:26; Mark 5:9; Luke 8:30)

For Further STUDY
®Occult practices are both ancient and modern. What practices are

condemned in Deuteronomy 18:10-14 and what might be a modern day
application? (Exodus 22:18; Leviticus 19:31; 1 Chronicles 10:13; Acts 19:19;
1 Corinthians 10:20; Revelation 9:21; 18:23; 21:8; 22:15)
In speaking of direct demonic activity with individuals C. Fred Dickason writes, “It is

much better to use the term ‘demonization’ or ‘demonized’. ...Confusion has been introduced
by translating this participle as ‘demon possessed.’ The word possession implies ownership.
Actually, demons own nothing. The New Testament regards them as squatters or invaders
of territory that does not belong to them.”15 –C. Fred Dickason
®Though as believers we cannot be “owned” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) by a

demon or demons what are we told to be careful about in regard to the
devil–Ephesians 4:25-37? (2 Corinthians 2:10-11; 1 Peter 5:6-9)

3. SUBJECT TO CHRIST
®The demons are subject to Christ. (Mark 3:11) How should this affect any
dealings we might have with spiritual forces–Acts 19:14-16?
4. DESTINY
"We may say that Satan's power is not inherent but delegated. It is not unlimited but
controlled. It is not invincible but shattered (Luke 11:21-22). It is not triumphant but
doomed (Revelation 20:2-3).”16 –J. Oswald Sanders

®Satan has been cast out of heaven (Ezekial 28:16) but where was Satan's

power broken–Hebrews 2:14? (Genesis 3:15; John 12:31; Colossians 2:15)
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®Some paintings portray Satan ruling in

hell. What different perspective does
Revelation 20:10 present? (Matthew 25:41)

I. The nature of angels
II. Nature of the adversary
A. Origin and fall
B. Designations
C. Demons
1. Origin
2. Designations
3. Subject to Christ
4. Destiny

III. THE NATURE OF THE CONFLICT
(See the chart on page 66.)

“The consistent theme of the Bible from beginning to end is the conflict between good and evil,
between God and the devil. It begins with the serpent in Eden in Genesis 3, and concludes with
the devil cast into the lake of fire in Revelation 20.”17 –J. Oswald Sanders

A. HIS SPHERE
®What is the extent of Satan’s influence–l John 5:19?
(John 14:30; Ephesians 2:2)
B. HIS STRATEGY
"Combat intelligence or knowledge of the enemy is as important for the Christian as for the
military commander–both are engaged in battle."18 –Rod Sargent

1. TOWARD GOD
®Look at chart on page 66. How would Satan's purpose cause him to view
God and Christians?
2. TOWARD NONCHRISTIANS
®What is Satan's relationship to the lost–2 Corinthians 4:4?
(Matthew 13:38; John 8:44; Ephesians 2:2)

3. TOWARD CHRISTIANS
(See the chart on page 67.)

Satan works through many methods such as philosophies (Colossians 2:8) and
inward sinful impulses (1 John 2:15-16).
®What is one surprising means he used to tempt Christ–
Matthew 16:22-23?
®What is one of Satan's primary goals for Christians in 2 Corinthians 11:3

and how can you counteract this attack?
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®Can you recognize any of Satan's schemes

I. The nature of angels
II. Nature of the adversary
III. Nature of the conflict
A. His sphere
B. His strategy
1. Toward God
2. Toward non-Christians
3. Toward Christians

toward you from the chart on page 67? How
is he carrying out this scheme and from the
chart what resources for resistence might you use?

C. ISSUE OF AUTHORITY
In speaking of the demonic powers it has been said that, "Fearing Christ in God and God
in Christ, they become subject to the servants of God and Christ.”19 –Tertullian
®What was one great purpose of Christ's coming–l John 3:8?

(Matthew 16:18; Acts 26:18; 1 John 3:8)

We know that Satan exerts authority all over the earth through his legions of demonic
spirits (Ephesians 6:2). We also know that all authority has been given to Christ
(Matthew 28:19-20).
®What insight might be given as to how we can exert God's authority on earth
from the amazing story in Daniel 10:12-13?
(Luke 22:31-32, 46; John 17:15; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Ephesians 6:10,12,18)

And tho' this world with devils filled, should threaten to undo us,
We will not fear for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us.
The prince of darkness grim–we tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure,
For lo! his doom is sure, one little word shall fell him.
That word above all earthly powers–no thanks to them abideth:
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through Him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
The body they may kill:
God's truth abideth still, His kingdom is forever.20
–Martin Luther
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®What is one truth (it may be a verse or a thought) you want to share with

another this week from this study?

L

Lo! the hosts of evil round us
Scorn Thy Christ, assail His ways!
Fears and doubts too long have bound us,
Free our hearts to work and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
For the living of these days.21

For Further READING
®Chafer, Lewis Sperry. Satan. Grand Rapids: Moody Press, 1964.
®Dickason, Fred C. Angels: Elect and Evil. Chicago: Moody Press, 1975.
®Graham, Billy. Angels, God's Secret Agents. Garden City: Doubleday and Company,

Inc., 1975.
®Pentecost, J. Dwight, Your Adversary the Devil. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1969.
®Sanders, J. Oswald. Satan is no Myth. Chicago: Moody Press, 1975.
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GOD

ELECT

created all originally holy

1 Timothy 5:21

EVIL

The fall of angels
Active – 2 Peter 2:4

KINGDOM OF LIGHT
God's angels: names & designations
Sons of God – Job 1:6
Sons of The Mighty – Psalm 89:6
Holy Ones – Psalm 89:6-7
Chariots – Psalm 68:17
Stars – Job 38:7
Cherubim (Proclaimers & protectors of God's glory)
– Genesis 3:24
Seraphim (Burning ones, consuming worship &
devotion to God) – Isaiah 6:1,3
Living Creatures – Revelation 4:6
Watchers – Daniel 4:13, 17, 23
The Angel of The Lord (Probably Christ)
– Exodus 3:2,4
The angel with power over fire
– Revelation 14:8
The angel of the waters – Revelation 16:5
The angel who binds Satan
– Revelation 20:1-2
The Archangel, Michael (who is like God)
Archangel (Meaning first) – Jude 9;
One of the chief princes – Daniel 10:13; Prince of
the nation of Israel – Daniel 12:1
Gabriel (Mighty one of God) – Daniel 9:21
A special messenger who stands in God's presence
– Luke 1:19

Revelation 12:4-9

Confined – Revelation 9:14

KINGDOM OF DARKNESS
Evil spirits: names & designations
Rulers, powers, world forces, spiritual forces
– Ephesians 6:12
Demons – Matthew 8:31; Evil Spirits – Luke 8:2;
Unclean Spirits – Revelation 6:13-14;
Satan's Angels – Revelation 12:7
Legion – Luke 8:30
Locusts from abyss – Revelation 9:2-11
Angel of the abyss, Abaddon, Apollyon (Destruction)
– Revelation 9:11
Prince of the kingdom of Persia – Daniel 10:13;
Prince of Greece – Daniel 10:20
Seven other spirits more evil (degrees of evil?)
– Luke 11:26; Mark 9:29
Satan's names & designations
Annointed cherub who covers – Ezekial 28:14
Lucifer (Light bearer) – Isaiah 14:12
Satan (Adversary or opposer) – Zecheriah 3:1;
Revelation 12:9
Devil (Slanderer or one who trips) – Luke 4:2
Beelzebub – ruler of demons – Matthew 12:24
Great dragon, Old serpent – Revelation 12:3, 9
Roaring lion – 1 Peter 5:8
Angel of light – 2 Corinthians 11:14
Prince of this world – John 12:31
Spirit that works in the sons of disobedience
– Ephesians 2:2
Prince of the power of the air – Ephesians 2:2
God of this age – 2 Corinthians 4:4
Evil one (Wicked & corrupting others) – John 17:15
Tempter –Matthew 4:3; Deceiver, Accuser
– Revelation 12;9-10; Murderer & liar – John 8:44
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66

Saving

Result to people: Life
Ephesians 2:7-9

Numbers 14:21

Glory

GOD'S PURPOSE:

Acts 26:18
2 Corinthians 10:3-5
Ephesians 6:12
1 John 5:19

Enslaving
Result to people: Death
1 Peter 5:8

Isaiah 14:13-14

Glory

SATAN'S PURPOSE:
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Authority
James 4:7-10

Ephesians 6:10-20

1 Peter 5:8

Submission to God Put on the armor Be alert

Matthew 12:22-29
Mark 9:25-29

Resistent prayer

"Deliverance from the power of the evil one comes through definite resistance on the ground of the cross."22 –J.O. Fraser

Christ's name & blood
Revelation 12:11

Matthew 4:1-4
Promises to claim: Luke 10:17-20;
John 12:31; Colossians 2:13-15;
2 Thessalonians 3:3;
Hebrews 2:14; 1 John 3:8; 4:4;
Revelation 12:11

Word of God

Devouring – 1 Peter 5:8
Disabling the body – Luke 13:11-17
Distressing through nature – Job 1:12, 19
Deranging the mind – Luke 8:27-29
Destroying life – Revelation 18:2, 24
Dominating individuals – Acts 8:9-24
Discouraging – Revelation 12:10
Dominating through the occult – 1 John 4:1-6
False spiritual experiences – 2 Corinthians 11:14-15
False teachers – Revelation 2:20-24
Deceiving – John 8:44
Distracting – 2 Corinthians 11:2-3

RESOURCES FOR RESISTENCE

Defeating through sin – Revelation 2:12-14
Pride – 1 Timothy 3:6
Rebellion & disobedience – 1 Samuel 15:23
Impurity – Revelation 2:20-24
Anger –Ephesians 4:26-27
Deluding through doctrine – 1 Timothy 4:1
Denies grace and promotes works – Isaiah 14:14
Denies deity & works of Christ – 2 Corinthians 11:3-4
Denies or twists the Bible – Genesis 3:3-4; Matthew 4:5-6
Denies God's good character – Genesis 3:5
Dividing through unforgiveness– 2 Corinthians 2:10-11
Dulling through complacency and compromise – Acts 5:3
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