STUDY 5 Anthropology & Hamartiology

MAN

W

“What is man? Naturalism says he is a product of a long evolutionary process. Marxism
says he has value only as he produces. Secularism says he is important only as he achieves–and
his importance is measured by his achievement. Materialism says he is worth what he possesses.
In any case man has no value in and of himself–life has no meaning apart from usefulness–there
is no such thing as human destiny. According to the Bible man is of intrinsic worth. He was created
by God in His image–to be loved by God–to be a friend of God–to enjoy Him forever! Man therefore
is of intrinsic value! In the economy of God there is no such thing as an unimportant person! Each
individual is precious–eternally precious to God!”1 –Dick Halverson

I. THE ORIGIN OF MANKIND
“One's view of the origin of man will affect his entire understanding of and attitude toward
man. . . . A doctrine of creation implies creatures who are responsible to that Creator. The
evolutionary origin of man relieves man of responsibility to a personal Creator.”2
–Charles Ryrie
A. VIEWS OF MANKIND'S ORIGIN
1. ATHEISTIC EVOLUTION

It is theory not fact!

“The theory teaches that all living things have developed through natural processes
from that first living cell, and there is no clear idea where that cell came from.
. . . The formula is this: mutations + natural selection + time = evolution.”3
–Charles Ryrie

Evolution

One of the many problems with evolution is that observed series of mutations
seldom are helpful or result in major steps from one organism to another.

“For example, a famed anthropologist wrote concerning the development the vertebrates
from invertebrates: 'All this is complicated, obscure, and dubious. Anyway there evolved
from the invertebrates a tribe of animals which, by hook or crook, acquired backbones.'”4
®Evolution leaves at least three questions factually unanswered. How

does the Bible account for each of these? (The Hebrew word 'bara', meaning
to create, form or fashion is often used in connection with bringing about something
new. Biblical creation is said to be ex-nihilo, out of nothing. Though there are other
words for "make", in Genesis 1 "bara” is used only in the three instances below.)
From nothing to inorganic matter–Genesis 1:1?

From inorganic to organic–Genesis 1:21?

From organic to man–Genesis 1:27?
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I. Origin of man
A. Views of origin
1. Atheistic evolution
2. Theistic evolution

2. THEISTIC EVOLUTION
This theory says that God began creation and then let it evolve pretty much along
the same lines as theistic evolution. Threshold evolution has God intervening at
crucial stages. However, the basic principle of any form of evolution is that of natural
ascent, natural self-improvement.
®Noting the ungodly philosophy presented in Isaiah 14:14, what is the
danger of holding to such theories?
(Genesis 3:5; Romans 1:23,25; Colossians 2:8)
(Remember that throughout the study the verses in parenthesis and italics are for
your further study.)

"The evolutionary philosophy is the intellectual basis of all anti-theistic systems. It served
Hitler as the rationale for Nazism and Marx as the supposed scientific basis for
communism.”5 –Henry M. Morris

3. SPECIAL CREATION
a) DECLARED BY SCRIPTURE
®What word is mentioned three times in Genesis 1:26-27 and why do you
think there is this repetition? (Genesis 5:1-2; 6:6-7; 9:6; Job 33:4; Psalm 8:5;
Acts 17:26)

b) GENESIS ACCOUNT
Some teach that the account in Genesis is allegory or myth but, T. C. Hammond
writes, "To the New Testament writers, Adam was as much an historical person as our
Lord Himself.”6

®How would 1 Corinthians 15:45 confirm this statement?

(1 Chronicles 1:1; Matthew 19:4-5; Mark 10:6; Luke 3:38; Romans 5:12-21; 1
Corinthians 15:45-49; 1 Timothy 2:13; Jude 14)

c) THE AGE OF MANKIND
®Though only newly created, what could Adam and Eve do that seemingly
indicated that they were created with maturity–Genesis 1:28? If the earth
were created in the same way how would this make the dating of mankind
difficult? (Genesis 1:12; John 2:9-10; 6:11)
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®How might the event in verse 6 of 2 Peter

I. Origin of man
A. Views of origin
1. Atheistic evolution
2. Theistic evolution
3. Special creation

3:5-6 also complicate the geologic evidence for dating of mankind?

For Further STUDY
Edward B. Tylor, "the father of anthropology" proposed the theory
of religious evolution adopted by Thomas Huxley, Herbert Spencer,
Marx, Engels, and Lenin. This is basically the idea that religion is
man made and evolved through many stages from the concept of
many gods to the concept of one Supreme Being. The next step
is to evolve beyond the need of religion at all! But, as Don
Richardson writes, "Probably 90% or more of the folk religions on
this planet contain clear acknowledgment of the existence of one
Supreme God!”7

Rather than having evolved from a belief in many gods, the facts show that primitive
religions began with a premise of one God.
®Though such theories as religious evolution at first have the appearance
of wisdom, what is often the end result–Romans 1:21-22,25?
(Romans 1:18-24; Psalm 14:1)

®Meditate on Psalm 100:3. What should be your response

today to the fact that God is your Creator?

B. ORIGINAL CHARACTER OF MANKIND
"Christianity teaches that man is uniquely significant to the extent that he resembles God.
It is the divine image and likeness that distinguishes man from everything else in creation."8

–Gordon R. Lewis
1. MANKIND AS UNIQUE
®In Genesis 1:26-27, what contrasts can be noted in the creation of man

as contrasted with the creation of plant life in 1:11-12 and the creation of
living creatures in 1:20-25?
MANKIND

OTHER LIVING FORMS
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2. MADE IN GOD'S IMAGE
"The full meaning of the image of God is nowhere
unfolded for us."9 –Herman Bavinck

I. Origin of man
A. Views of origin
B. Original character
1. Unique
2. Made in God’s image

®How is man described even after the sinful fall of Adam–

1 Corinthians 11:7?
(Genesis 5-1; 9:6; James 3:8)

The Mormons teach that the image of God is the aspect of having a body, but the
Bible teaches that God is spirit (John 4:24 with Luke 24:39). Some teach that the
image of God is seen in the fact that we have a mind, will and emotions. However,
animals have these as well.
®What is in us that is unique and seems to relate to one aspect of being
made in the image of God–Proverbs 20:27? (Job 32:8; Ecclesiastes 12:7;
Zechariah 12:1; Romans 8:16; 1 Corinthians 2:11)

®What are we as spiritual beings able to do–John 4:24?

Look at the chart on page 82. Perhaps another aspect of being in God's image is the
privilege we received to rule over the earth (Genesis 1:26; Psalm 8:4-8). Adam and
Eve placed themselves under the domain of Satan through their sin (Hebrews 2:14;
1 John 5:19). The Second Adam (Romans 5:18-21; 1 Corinthians 15:45), Christ,
broke death's slavery at the cross (Colossions 2:13-15) and someday every knee will
bow to Him (Philippians 2:9-11). Today a battle rages between the kingdoms of
darkness and light (Acts 26:18; Colossians 1:13-14).
®From Matthew 6:9-10 and Matthew 9:36-38 what are some practical
means for promoting Christ's Lordship on earth?

For Further STUDY
®Christ who is the image of the invisible God (Colossians 1:15) is restoring

that image in believers. What should be some aspects of that restoration
according to Colossians 3:5-10?
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I. Origin of man
A. Views of origin
B. Original character
1. Unique
2. Made in God’s image

For Further STUDY CONTINUED
®What do you think it means in Ecclesiastes 3:11 that God

has set eternity in men's hearts?

®What evidence do you see in yourself and others that

you were created in the image of God?

®We are of tremendous worth to God because of who we are and what we

cost to redeem. How should the fact that you are made in God's image affect
your view:
of yourself?
of others?
of the abortion / euthenasia debate?
of evangelism?
of God?

C. PURPOSE OF CREATION
®What insight do you get as to one major purpose of our creation from
Isaiah 43:7, 21? (Genesis 1:26-28; 1 Corinthians 1:9)

II. THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF MANKIND
"Created by God to fellowship with him, man is more than an animal."10 –Gordon R. Lewis

A. MATERIAL AND IMMATERIAL
®What is the origin of our material and immaterial aspects in Genesis 2:7?
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I. Origin of man
II. Essential elements
A. Material / immaterial

®Materialists think of people as nothing more than a body so that after death

nothing of a personal nature continues to exist. How does Matthew 10:28
speak to this?
(Matthew 26:41; 2 Corinthians 4:7, 10, 16; 5:1-6)

“Man is characterized by the powers of self-transcendence, self-consciousness, selfdetermination, moral judgment, and communion with God. These qualities are not found
in material things, the body, or the brain. . . . Matter cannot transcend itself, examine itself,
have power over itself, judge between right and wrong, or pray to God.”11 –Gordon R. Lewis

B. MULTIPLICITY AND UNITY
Some view the individual as a two–fold being or dichotomy, that is, material and
immaterial, (Genesis 2:7). Others view the individual as a trichotomy consisting of three
distinct elements: body, soul and spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23).
®In either case meditate on how you are to view yourself by putting 2
Corinthians 4:7 in your own words.

The individual is complex and yet each person is one distinct personality. The material
part of the individual is designated by such terms as the body (Matthew 6:22), the flesh
(Galatians 2:20, where it refers to the physical body), earthen vessel (2 Corinthians
4:7), and temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19). Charles Ryrie writes, "Soul,
spirit, heart, mind, will and conscience are all facets of man's immaterial nature and it is
often difficult to make hard and fast distinctions among them."12

®Though each person is a complex being with many functions, why do you

think it would be in error to say (as a group known as the Gnostics did during
Bible times) that the spirit is sinless and it is only the body that is sinful?
Compare Matthew 26:41 with 2 Corinthians 7:1. (1 Corinthians 7:34)

"The 'heart' (not the organ, of course) seems to be the most inclusive concept of all aspects
of the immaterial part of man. It is said to be the seat of man's intellectual life (Matthew
15:19-20), his emotional life (Psalm 37:4; Romans 9:2), his volitional life (Exodus 7:23 Hebrews
4:7), and his spiritual life (Romans 10:9-10; Ephesians 3:17).”13 –Charles Ryrie

®What do you think it means practically to watch over your heart with all

diligence, for from it flow the springs of life, from Proverbs 4:23?

74

I. Origin of man
II. Essential elements
A. Material / immaterial
B. Multiplicity & unity

For Further STUDY
Three of the most prominent theories for how life occurs for each
individual are:
a) Pre-existence: the individual's soul and spirit are eternal and
are reincarnated
(Genesis 2:7 and Hebrews 9:27 refute this).
b) Creation theory: the body is propagated by human means but God creates the
invisible part of each individual at conception (Zechariah 12:1).
c) Traducian theory: both the immaterial and material parts of the individual are
propagated by human generation. (Genesis 2:1; 5:3; Acts 17:26; Hebrews 7:9-10)
®Though there is room for debate between the Creation theory and the
Traducian theory how does a passage like Psalm 139:13-16 speak to the
abortion issue?

®For each passage below how should you view your body?

Pick one and write an application for today.
1 Corinthians 6:19-20

Romans 12:1

1 Corinthians 9:26-27

SIN
I. THE DEFINITION OF SIN
"A great dehumanizing infection has attacked all our lives, the motivational twist called sin."14
–J. I. Packer

"The evil of sin is not so much seen in that one thousand are damned for it, as that Christ died
for it."15 –Thomas Watson
"Sin is worse than hell; for the pains of hell are a burden to the creature only; but sin is a
burden to God.”16 –Thomas Watson
"It does not always appear evil; sin is worship and service of the creature more than the
Creator."17 –Gordon R. Lewis
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SIN
I. Definition of sin

A. SCRIPTURAL DESCRIPTIONS

Sin

Sin is lawlessness (1 John 3:4), unrighteousness (1 John 5:17), unbelief (Romans 14:23),
and selfishness or independence (Isaiah 53:6).
®Gain insight into the character of sin by putting Romans 1:25 in your own
words.

B. WORDS FOR SIN

In the Old and New Testament there are more than thirty different words for different
aspects of sin. Words such as guilt, iniquity, unfaithful, lawless, disobedience, transgression,
perversity, deviation, rebellion, to stumble or fall, impiety, ungodliness, unruly, error,
trespass, evil, bad and lack of integrity.
®One key Greek word for sin is hamartia, meaning to miss the mark. What
insight does this idea give you into sin–Romans 3:23?

"Sin is anything contrary to the character of God."18 –Charles Ryrie

II. ORIGIN OF SIN
"The fact that it (sin) is universally present requires us to go to the fountainhead of the race.”19
–Henry C. Thiessen

A. THE INITIATOR
®What can we definitely affirm about sin's origin–James 1:13?

®In referring to man, how does God describe His creation–Genesis 1:31?

®Evil first appears in the heart of Satan (Ezekial 28:15-18). How did sin enter

the human race–Romans 5:12?

B. THE PURPOSE
"Perhaps there is no better way for an all-loving, all-powerful God to defeat evil and produce
a greater good than for Him to permit this present evil world.”20 –Norman L. Geisler

(Psalm 119:67, 71; Matthew 5:10-12; John 9:3; Acts 4:1-4; Romans 3:5,7)
®How has God used something evil that has happened in your own life for
good–Romans 8:28?
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I. Definition of sin
II. Origin of sin
A. The initiator
B.The purpose

For Further STUDY
®To gain insight into sin and temptation compare the command in Genesis

2:16-17 and Eve's recounting of God's word in Genesis 3:2-3. What three
discrepancies can you find?

®The temptation from Satan in Genesis 3:1-5 distorted

God's word and character. It was presented in the form of
an argument known as a syllogism:
Major Premise: Restrictions are not good.
Minor Premise: God's plan is restrictive.
What then is the conclusion and what is wrong with the argument–
Deuteronomy 10:12-13? (Deuteronomy 32:46-47; Proverbs 14:12; Isaiah 48:18;
John 13:17)

®In what area of God's plan for you might Satan be making

this kind of suggestion?

"As soon as one does not wholeheartedly and unreservedly trust God, mistrust is gaining
ground and sin has entered.”21 –H. C. Leopold

III. RESULTS OF SIN
(For this section study the chart on page 83.)

"It is a defiling thing. Sin is not only a defection, but a pollution. It is to the soul as rust is to
gold, as a stain to beauty."22 –Thomas Watson
"It (sin) has corrupted man's nature. How rank is that poison a drop whereof could poison a
whole sea!”23 –Thomas Watson

A. DEATH
The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). God promised Adam on the day he ate the
fruit he would die.
®What happened to Adam's relationship to God after he had committed that
first sin–Genesis 3:23-24?

®What happened to mankind's relationship with God due to sin–Isaiah 59:2?

(Romans 5:12; Ephesians 2:1; Colossians 2:13)
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I. Definition of sin
II. Origin of sin
III. Results of sin
A. Death

®What is the ultimate fulfillment of the judgment of death upon sin–Revelation

20:14-15? (Matthew 10:28; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10; Revelation 2:11; 20:6; 21:8)

B. DEPRAVITY
1. MANKIND’S CONDITION
In regard to the idea of depravity J. Dwight Pentecost writes,

"It has to do not so much with man's behavior as with his condition before God."24

®How do each of the passages below describe our natural state and how

would they address the popular notion that people should do what comes
naturally and simply trust in themselves?:
Isaiah 55:8-9
Jeremiah 17:9
Proverbs 14:12

For Further STUDY
®Read through the description of all people in Romans 3:9-18. From this

description why can we not save ourselves (“justified”) by good works or
keeping the law–Romans 3:19-20? (Ephesians 2:8-9; Galatians 3:21-22)

2. HOW MANKIND IS DEPRAVED
®Though there are complexities in these views, it has been traditionally
taught that people are sinners or depraved in at least three ways. Match
the verse which corresponds to each way that people are sinners:
a) We inherited an internal, pervasive, rebellious, sinful motivation from Adam at
our birth. We were born dead (separated from God and inclined to wrong) because
Adam was dead. Like begats like. This sinful nature is called the evil principle (Romans
7:21); law of sin (Romans 8:2); by nature children of wrath (Ephesians 2:3); or the
flesh (Romans. 8:6). We are sinners first and foremost not because we sin, but apart
from Christ we sin because it is our nature to do so.
b) Adam's sin was imputed or given over to the rest of the human race because
we were in him when he sinned even as Christ's righteousness is imputed or given
over to believers when they are "in Him".
c) We are sinners by personal acts of sin.
Romans 5:19
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Isaiah 53:6

Mark 7:20-23

I. Definition of sin
II. Origin of sin
III. Results of sin
A. Death
B. Depravity
C. Results of depravity

C. RESULTS OF DEPRAVITY
®Look at chart on page 81. Considering the
results of (wages of) sin explain the necessity of the death, burial and
resurrection of Christ–Romans 5:6-10. (Ephesians 2:1-6)

For Further STUDY
There are many views of human nature. Some say people are
basically good and are only corrupted by environment or past
animal instincts from which we have yet to evolve. Naturalists say
people are neutral and can be influenced in any direction.
®Briefly respond from a key passage or two from the chart
on page 83.

®In light of our natural condition why do you think Jesus says what He

does to a very religious man in John 3:1-3?

IV. THE SOLUTION TO SIN
“Is sin so great an evil? Then how thankful should you be to God if He has taken away your
sin! . . . If you had a disease in your body, plague or dropsy, how thankful would you be to
have it taken away! Much more to have sin taken away.”25 –Thomas Watson

A. THE SAVIOR, THE SOLUTION TO SIN
®How did Christ deal with our sins–1 Peter 2:24?
(John 1:29; Romans 3:21-26; 2 Corinthians 5:20; Colossians 1:13-14)

®How did Christ deal with the results of our sins–1 Peter 3:18?

®As a result of Christ’s work how should Christians view themselves–

Galatians 4:4-7?
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B. THE CHRISTIAN'S STRUGGLE WITH SIN

I. Definition of sin
II. Origin of sin
III. Results of sin
IV. The solution to sin
A. Savior, the solution
B. Struggle with sin

"The life He lived qualified Him for the death He died . . .
The death He died qualified you for the life that He lived!”26 –W. Ian Thomas

It soon becomes apparent that the struggle with sinful impulses does not cease even
though true Christians have a new heart (Ezekial 36:26-27; Hebrews 8:8-13) and a new
nature (2 Corinthians 5:17).
®How does Galatians 5:17 describe this struggle? (Romans 7:15-25)

Christians are placed in Christ (Ephesians 1:3-6) with a new spiritual identity (Romans
8:5-11; Ephesians 4:17-24; Colossians 3:1-4).
®Though Christians can be sure of victory (1 Corinthians 10:13) yet, what is
still a very real danger–Hebrews 3:13?

®How does the work of Christ aid Christians in their struggle with sin–Romans

6:1-7? (1 Corinthians 15:54-58; Galatians 2:20; Hebrews 2:14-15)

®How does the work of Holy Spirit aid Christians in their struggle with

sin–Galatians 5:16? (Romans 8:12-14)

®What action should you take toward sin in your life–Romans 6:10-13? What

area can you do that in today?(Genesis 4:6-7; 1 Corinthians 15:34; Galatians 5:1626; Colossians 3:5-11)

L

Long my imprisoned spirit lay,
fast bound in sin and nature's night.
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light:
My chains fell off, my heart was free,
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.27
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–Charles Wesley
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®

®What application

lt.
you can draw as a resu

®What is one truth (it may be a verse or a thought) you want to share with

another this week from this study?

Thou, therefore, O Lord my God, who gavest life to the infant,
and a frame, which, as we see, Thou hast endowed with senses,
compacted with limbs, beautiful with form, and, for its general good and safety,
hast introduced all vital energies–Thou commandest me to praise Thee for these things,
'to give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praise unto Thy name, O Most High;'
. . . O Thou most fair,who madest all things fair.”28 –Augustine
“O Lord, I have heard a good word inviting me to look away to Thee and be satisfied.
My heart longs to respond, but sin has clouded my vision till I see Thee but dimly.
Be pleased to cleanse me in Thine own precious blood,
and make me inwardly pure,
so that I may with unveiled eyes gaze upon Thee
all the days of my earthly pilgimage.”29 –A. W. Tozer

For Further READING
®Geisler, Norman L. The Roots of Evil. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1979.
®Needham, David C. Birthright. Portland: Multnomah Press, 1979.
®Packer, J. I. Knowing Man. Westchester, IL: Crossway Books, 1979.
®Ryrie, Charles C. Balancing the Christian Life. Chicago: Moody Press, 1969.
®Wilder-Smith, A. E. Man's Origin, Man's Destiny. Minneapolis: Bethany Fellowship,

Inc., 1975.
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Satan usurps rule through enslaving people.
Hebrews 2:14-15; 1 John 5:19

FALL
Degeneration

CREATION
Generation

CHRIST

VANTS O
ER

TODAY
Regeneration

Christ frees people & destroys Satan's
rule through the cross. Christ's authority
is now demonstrated through believers.
Matthew 28:19-20

S
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F

People were delegated rule from God.
Psalm 8:4-8

HUMAN
AUTHORS

WHO RULES?

S

FUTURE
Glorification

Christ reigns & believers reign with Him.
1 Corinthians 15:24-25

CHRIST

VANTS O
ER

F

HOW PEOPLE ARE SINNERS
By inheritance (Inner motivation)
Genesis 6:5, 12-13; 8:21; Psalm 51:5; 58:3; Job 5:14; Isaiah 1:5; 48:8;
Jeremiah 7:24; 17:9; 18:12; Matthew 7:11; 12:33-35; Matthew 15:16-20;
Mark 7:21-22; Romans 7:18,21; Ephesians 2:2-3; James 1:14-15

By imputation (Declared sinful by God)
Psalm 143:2; Romans 3:9; 5:12-21; 11:32; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22;
Galatians 3:22

By actions (Individual active & passive sins)
2 Chronicles 6:36; 1 Kings 8:46; Ecclesiastes 7:20; Isaiah 53:6; 64:6; John 8:7;
Romans 3:4, 10, 12, 23

THE WAGES OF
DEATH Romans 6:23; Romans 5:12
Breaks our relationship with God:
Isaiah 59:2; John 7:7; Romans 5:10;
Ephesians 2:12; Colossians 1:21
Ruins our chance to be perfect:
Ecclesiastes 7:20; Job 4:14; James 2:10
Leaves no excuse:
Romans 1:19-20,28; 2:1; 3:19
Corrupts:
Psalm 14:3; Proverbs 20:9; Romans 1:21-32; 2 Peter 1:4
Corrupts the mind:
Proverbs 14:12; Isaiah 65:2; Romans 1:28; 3:11; 8:6-7; 1 Corinthians 2:14;
2 Corinthians 4:3-4; Ephesians 4:17-18; 1 Timothy 6:5; Titus 1:15
Corrupts the conscience:
1 Timothy 4:2; Titus 1:15; Hebrews 10:22
Corrupts creation:
Romans 8:20-21
Enslaves to Satan:
John 8:44; Acts 26:18; Ephesians 2:1-3; Colossians 1:13; 2 Timothy 2:26
Enslaves to sin:
John 8:34; Romans 6:16-17, 20; 2 Peter 2:19
Loss of dominion:
1 John 5:19; Psalm 8:6; Hebrews 2:14-15
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