STUDY 7 Soteriology

A

Alas and did my Saviour bleed, and did my Sovereign die? Would He devote that sacred
head for sinners such as I? Was it for sins that I have done, He suffered on the tree? Amazing pity!
Grace unknown! And love beyond degree! Well might the sun in darkness hide and shut His glories
in, when Christ, the great Redeemer, died for man the creature's sin.1
Living, He loved me; dying, He saved me;
Buried, He carried my sins far away;
Rising, He justified freely forever:
One day He's coming–oh, glorious day!2
–J. Wilbur Chapman

I. THE BASIS OF SALVATION
A. MAN'S NEED–RIGHTEOUSNESS
Guilty, vile and helpless we,
Spotless Lamb of God was He;
"Full Atonement!" Can it be?
Hallelujah! What a Savior!3

–P. P. Bliss
®How would you define righteousness from Deuteronomy 6:25?

®What may be said about man in this regard–Psalm 143:2?

®What is the law not able to do–Galatians 3:21?

®What are life and death associated with–Ezekial 18:24a?

®Why must God deal with unrighteousness–Genesis 18:25?

B. GOD'S SOLUTION–THE RIGHTEOUS ONE
There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Immanuel's veins;
And sinners plunged beneath that flood, lose all their guilty stains,
Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood shall never lose its power,
Till all the ransomed Church of God be saved to sin no more.4
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I. The basis of salvation
A. Need-righteousness
B. Solution-righteous One
1. Through the cross

1. THROUGH THE CROSS
a) BLOOD AND DEATH
®What is essential for forgiving unrighteousness–Hebrews 9:22?
®Why was the pouring out of Christ's blood necessary to pay for the wages

of sin (Romans 3:23) in light of Leviticus 17:11?

(Remember that throughout the study the verses in parenthesis and italics are for
your further study.)

®In view of this, explain the significance of John's statement in John 1:29?

(I Corinthians 5:7; 1 Peter 1:18)

b) THE RESURRECTION
®If Christ had not been raised from the dead what would our situation
be–l Corinthians 15:16-19?
®Why do you think this is true from l Corinthians 15:20-22?

For Further STUDY
®The resurrection was a key element in the initial

preaching of the gospel. Why do you think this was true?
(Acts 2:24; Acts 3:15; Acts 4:2; Acts 14:31; Acts 17:18)

2. SUBSTITUTIONARY ATONEMENT
(See the chart on page 110.)

“My Master, I cannot understand how Thou could stoop Thy head to such a death as the
death of the cross–how Thou could take from Thy brow the stars which from old eternity
had shown there, but how Thou should permit the thorn-crown to gird Thy temples,
astonishes me far more. That Thou should cast away the mantle of Thy glory, the azure
of Thy everlasting empire, I cannot comprehend; but how Thou should have become
veiled in purple for a while, and then be mocked by impious men, who bowed to Thee
as a pretended king; and how Thou should be stripped naked to Thy shame, without a
single covering, and die a felon's death–this is still more incomprehensible. But the
marvel is that Thou should have suffered all this for me!"5 –C. H. Spurgeon
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A. Need-righteousness
B. Solution-righteous One
1. Through the cross
2. Atonement
a) Substitution

"There are many facets to the meaning of Christ's
death, but the central one–without which the others have no eternal meaning–is
substitution.”6 –Charles Ryrie

®For what reason did Christ come–Mark 10:45?

(The Greek word "for" in the phrase "for many" in this verse is anti which means
"in the place of ".) (Isaiah 53:5-6; Matthew 2:22; 5:38; Luke 22:19-20; Romans 5:68; 2 Corinthians 5:14, 21; Galatians 3:13; 1 Peter 2:24; 3:18)
b) ATONEMENT
"The biblical meaning of atonement is nothing more than ‘to cover'. The theological
meaning is 'the taking away of sin or the complete satisfaction for our sin'."7
–Clarence Mason

He not only died for my benefit, He died in my place! However, there are several
false views of the atonement which have been proposed throughout history:
1. Unitarians teach that Christ's death provides an example of His
unselfish martyrdom dying for what He believed in.
2. Many liberals teach that Christ's death is not just an example
but mystically exerts a moral influence which motivates our
self-reformation.
3. One view known as the governmental theory is that God made an example of
suffering through Christ's death to show His displeasure with mankind's sin.
®Respond to these views by presenting the correct view. Do this by putting
1 Peter 3:18 in your own words.

Atonement

For Further STUDY
"Whether Christ died for all men or for only those who will believe has been an issue much
debated since the days of the Reformation."8 –Robert Lightner
®Though there is room for debate how would 2 Peter 2:1 lend weight to

the idea that Christ died for (bought or redeemed) not only believers, but
unbelievers as well? (John 1:29; 3:16; 2 Corinthians 5:19–though many godly men
see this as the world of the elect; Romans 5:6; 2 Corinthans 5:14-15; 2 Timothy 4:10;
Titus 2:11; Hebrews 2:9; 1 John 2:2–the argument for “limited atonement” is that if
Christ died for the unelect then His payment proved ineffective.)

What Thou, my Lord, hast suffered was all for sinners' gain:
Mine, mine was the transgression, but Thine the deadly pain.
Lo, here I fall my Saviour! Tis I deserve Thy place–,,
Look on me with Thy favor, Vouchsafe to me Thy grace.9
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3. JUSTIFICATION
®What was given to Christ's account
(imputed) that was not His own and what was given to my account (imputed)
that is not my own–2 Corinthians 5:21?
®As a believer upon whose righteousness is my right standing before God

dependent–Philippians 3:9? (Romans 3:21-22; 1 Corinthians 1:30)

®Without looking at the definition below read Romans 4:5-8 and write a

brief description of what you think it means to justify the ungodly.
(For help if you need it, see Deuteronomy 25:1; Romans 3:24-26; 5:16-17. Consider
that righteousness and justification are called gifts.)

“It [justification]is an act of God's free grace, whereby He pardons all our sin, and
accepts us as righteous in His sight, only for the righteousness of Christ, imputed to us,
and received by faith alone. Justification is the very hinge and pillar of Christianity. An
error about justification is dangerous, like a defect in a foundation. . . . It is . . a word
borrowed from law courts, wherein a person arrained is pronounced righteous.”10

Justification

–Thomas Watson
®What is the result of justification–Romans 5:1?

For Further STUDY
®Why do you think it is true that God demonstrated both

justice and love at the cross.

®In 1 Corinthians 5:7, Christ is called "our Passover" who has been sacrificed.

What comparisons can you see with Christ in Exodus 12:5-7, 13?

®Justification is a pronounced verdict of God declaring

believers to be righteous by virtue of Christ's righteousness.
It is not an experience. However, how do you think the
fact of justification should affect your experience today?
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II. THE BOUNTIFUL RICHES OF SALVATION
(See the chart on page 110.)

I will sing of my Redeemer, And His wondrous love to me;
On the cruel cross He suffered, From the curse to set me free.
Sing, oh sing, of my Redeemer, With His blood He purchased me,
On the cross He sealed my pardon, Paid the debt and made me free.11
–P. P. Bliss

A. REDEMPTION–TOWARD SIN
®What was involved in Israel's redemption–Exodus 6:6? (Exodus 17:14)
®Why does mankind need to be redeemed–Romans 7:14?

®Read 1 Peter 1:18-19 and without reading ahead, write a brief description

of what you think blood redemption means.
(Acts 20:18; Romans 3:24; 1 Corinthians 6:20; Ephesians 1:7; Revelation 5:9)

Three New Testament words for, redemption are, “agorazo" meaning to be in the
"agora" (market place) hence, to buy for one's self by a price fully paid (Revelation
5:9). “Exagorazo" means to purchase out of the market place (Galatians 3:13).
"Apolutrosis" means to loose and thus the meaning is, after the purchase, the one
redeemed is fully set free (Titus 2:14).
®What specific application can you draw from the purpose of our
redemption as seen in Titus 2:14?

Redemption

For Further STUDY
®How does Christ meet the requirements of a Redeemer as

presented in Leviticus 25:47-49?

®Why do you think that the “blood of the lamb” is one of the things that

overcomes Satan–Revelation 12:11?

®How does the price God paid for you assure His continued care for

you–Romans 8:32?
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B. RECONCILIATION –TOWARD MAN
The word for reconciliation means to change thoroughly. Lewis Sperry Chafer writes,

"In the New Testament its meaning is that of a complete and thorough change accomplished
by the actual removal of the cause of enmity, so making reconciliation.”12

Reconciliation

(1 Corinthians 7:11; 2 Corinthians 5:18; Romans 5:10-11; Ephesians 2:16;
Colossions 1:20-21)
®God is not changed in His attitude toward people, but how are people
changed in their attitudes–Romans 5:10-11?

C. PROPITIATION –TOWARD GOD
®In Exodus 25:22, what was God's promise in regard to the mercy seat?
(Leviticus 16:2–the word mercy seat is literally propitiatory)
®What was to take place at the mercy seat–Leviticus 16:14-16?

®Why do you think Christ is called the propitiation (or mercy seat) for our

sins in 1 John 2:2? (Romans 3:25; Hebrews 2:17; 9:5)

“The mercy seat became the meeting place of a holy God and a sinful man. When a righteous
God and a ruined sinner meet on a blood-sprinkled platform, all is settled forever. Christ
is the mercy seat, the 'throne of grace'; the place not only of meeting but of communion
between a holy God and a sinful but believing human being. Meeting God in Christ, the
believer may boldly say, 'Who shall lay anything to the charge of the Lord's elect? It is God
that justifieth?"13 –Clarence E. Mason

III. THE PERSONAL BENEFITS OF SALVATION
Now I've a hope that will surely endure
After the passing of time;
I have a future in Heaven for sure,
There in those mansions sublime.
And it's because of that wonderful day
When at the cross I believed;
Riches eternal and blessings supernal
From His precious hand I received.14

A. OUR NEEDS MET BEFORE GOD
®Christ's death and resurrection satisfied our need before God. From the
chart on page 110 what is one aspect of salvation that is particularly encouraging
to you and for which you would like to thank God?
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B. UNMERITED BENEFITS
®Of the many unmerited benefits of salvation
five are listed below. Match them by drawing lines to the verse to which they
correspond.
2 Corinthians 5:17
Colossians 2:10
Romans 8:30
Romans 8:16-17
Ephesians 1:3

Children and Heirs
Every spiritual blessing
A new creature
Glory
Made complete

C. MY POSITION AND CHRIST'S POSITION
®Describe the relationship between the Father, Son and yourself–John 14:20?

IV. THE BREADTH OF SALVATION
A. THE MEANING OF SANCTIFICATION
We are sanctified by the cross. Sanctification means to set apart or separate. This
has a two-fold aspect: to separate from sin (Leviticus 11:44; 2 Chronicles 29:5;
15:18; 1 Thessalonians 4:3; Exodus 19:20-22) and to separate or dedicate to God
(Numbers 8:17; Leviticus 27:14,16; John 10:36). (See the chart on page 111.)
®What is one practical to sanctify yourself in these two aspects?

Sanctification

B. THE TIME OF SANCTIFICATION
Salvation was complete at the cross, but not yet completed in our experience.
Clarence E. Mason writes, “Sanctification may be viewed as past, present, and
future; or instantaneous, progressive, and complete.”15
®Though we are assured of total forgiveness and future glory, in what sense
are we saved (sanctified or set apart) by works–Philippians 2:12?
(1 Corinthians 9:27; 1 Timothy 4:7, 16; Hebrews 12:1-2) (See the chart on page 111.)

For Further STUDY
We have not yet fully received all of the aspects of salvation accomplished at the
cross. For example, we still struggle with sin in this body (Galatians 5:17). We still
experience increasing weakness and death (Hebrews 9:27). Some teach that Christ's
death was sufficient to claim for the healing of all physical diseases (1 Peter 2:24).
®What aspect of redemption have we yet to fully experience from Romans
8:23 which might correct some misconceptions in this regard?
(2 Corinthians 12:7-10; 1 Timothy 5:23; 2 Timothy 4:20)
®In John 17:17-18 how are we "set apart" and for what are we "set apart"?
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V. THE BASIS OF COMING TO SALVATION
A. ELECTION
1. DEFINITION
The New Testament doctrine of election may be defined as:

"The sovereign act of God in grace whereby, certain persons are chosen from among
mankind for Himself."16 –Clarence E. Mason

®What are to be the results for which God has chosen believers–
Election

Ephesians 1:4, 11-12? (John 6:44; Acts 13:48; Romans 9:6-24; 8:28-30; Ephesians
1:3-14; 1 Peter 1:1-2; 2:8; Revelation 17:8)
2 . VIEWS
See the chart on page 112 for three perspectives in regard to this doctrine.

"In all the Christian centuries men have endeavored to account philosophically for the
apparent paradox of God's sovereign election and man's free will, but none have ever
succeeded."17 –Clarence E. Mason

®Do you feel it is important to maintain both God's choice and people's

choice even though they are difficult to harmonize? Why or why not?

B. BY GRACE
“The word favor is the nearest biblical synonym for the word grace . . . Grace cannot
be exercised where there is the slightest degree of human merit. . . . An act ceases to be
gracious, therefore, when there is a recognition of merit . . . . Grace is infinite love
expressing itself in infinite goodness.”18 –Lewis Sperry Chafer

Grace

®Imagine a conversation with someone who believes that you must

work to attain salvation. Write a brief answer using the above thoughts
on grace and Romans 4:4-5. (Romans 3:24; 5:2, 15-21; Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5)
C. THROUGH FAITH
"In faith all other graces find their source.”19 –William Evans

1. THE MEANING OF FAITH
Faith involves knowledge (Psalm 9:10; Romans 10:17), assent (Mark 12:32), and
appropriation (John 1:12).
Faith

"There must be an appropriation of the things which we know and assent to
concerning the Christ and His work. Intelligent perception is not faith. . . . Faith
is the consent of the will to the assent of understanding.”20 –William Evans

®In James 1:19 what is lacking in the 'faith' of demons (and some men

and women) that does not fulfill the above meaning?
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2. REPENTANCE
Repentance means, "to change the mind or

have the mind of another (Luke 5:32) . . . It is
always an element in saving faith. (Some have
described it as the negative aspect of saving
faith.),”21

I. The basis of salvation
II. Riches of salvation
III. Benefits of salvation
IV. Breadth of salvation
V. Coming to salvation
A. Election
B. By grace
C. Through faith
1. Meaning of faith
2. Repentance

®How did the Thessalonians evidence repentance in

1 Thessalonians 1:9?

Repentance

3. FAITH IS NOT MERIT
®Ephesians 2:8-9 states that we are saved by grace through faith. In this
same passage what is faith contrasted with and why are these contrasted?
4. FAITH PLUS NOTHING
®Why is faith the only condition for salvation according to Romans 4:16?
(Romans 1:16-17; 3:27-28; 4:5, 22-25; 5:1; 10:3-13)

For Further STUDY
®To add anything to faith as a condition for salvation is to add merit and

nullify grace. What are things that people sometimes add to faith as being
conditions for salvation?

®Which of the above verses in this section on faith would

you like to memorize to share with a person struggling
with adding other requirements to faith?

VI. THE BEDROCK OF SALVATION
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a fore taste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.22

–Fanny J. Crosby
A. THE SUFFICIENCY OF CHRIST'S WORK

Under the topic of justification on page 102, you studied that being saved is not only
having your sins forgiven but actually having Christ's righteousness given to your account.
®If salvation depends on Christ's righteousness, what does this imply about
the security of salvation and why?
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B. THE UNBROKEN CHAIN OF GOD'S PURPOSE
®In Romans 8:29-30, the group spoken of seems
inclusive from the first step to the last step. What
does this imply about the security of the saved
person?

I. The basis of salvation
II. Riches of salvation
III. Benefits of salvation
IV. Breadth of salvation
V. Coming to salvation
VI. Bedrock of salvation
A. Sufficiency of Christ’s work
B. Unbroken chain

C. THE WORK AND PROMISES OF GOD
®Look at the bottom right hand corner of the chart on page 111 under the
title security. Choose an assurance that impresses you and record why.
D. THE EVIDENCE OF SALVATION
®What proves or justifies before people whether or not a person has truly
been justified by God–James 2:18?
(2 Corinthians 13:5; 2 Timothy 2:19; 1 John 2:4,6)
VII. THE BELIEVERS RESPONSE TO SALVATION
When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss and pour contempt on all my pride.
Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small:
Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.23 –Isaac Watts

A. HOLINESS
®As a believer, what is to be my perspective on my life–2 Corinthians 5:1415? (1 Corinthians 6:20; Romans 12:1; 1 Peter 1:14-19)

B. EVANGELISM
®What do you think it means that we are to be sent into the world in the
same manner as Christ–John 17:18?
(Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:5; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20)

®From this study, is there anything you need to change in how you share the

message of salvation by way of adding, de-emphasizing, or emphasizing?

C. WORKS–REWARDS
®For Christians there is not a condemning judgment for sin (John 5:24; Romans
8:1). What kind of judgment will Christians go through–2 Corinthians
5:10?(Romans 14:12; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; 2 Timothy 4:8; 2 John 1:8; Hebrews 11:26)
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®What is one truth (it may be a verse or a thought) you want to share with

another this week from this study?

O

Oh, teach me what it meaneth– That cross uplifted high,
With One the Man of Sorrows– Condemned to bleed and die!
Oh, teach me what it cost Thee; To make a sinner whole;
And teach me, Saviour, teach me; The value of a soul!

Oh, teach me what it meaneth– That sacred crimson tide–
The blood and water flowing; From Thine own wounded side;
Teach me that if none other; Had sinned, but I alone,
Yet still, Thy blood, Lord Jesus, Thine only, must atone.
Oh Infinite Redeemer! I bring no other plea,
Because Thou dost invite me, I cast myself on Thee.
Because Thou dost accept me, I love and I adore;
Because Thy love constraineth, I'll praise Thee evermore!24 –Lucy A. Bennett

For Further READING
®Bridges, Jerry. The Pursuit of Holiness. Colorado Springs: Navpress, 1978.
®Chafer, Lewis Sperry. Grace. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1950.
®Chafer, Lewis Sperry. Salvation. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1965.
®Horne, Charles M. Salvation. Chicago: Moody Press, 1971.
®Ryrie, Charles C. The Grace of God. Chicago: Moody Press, 1975.
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1. Under wrath. John 3:36
2. Under law. James 2:10
3. Eternal death & hell. Revelation 20:11-15

ALL UNDER JUDGMENT

1. Seperated from God. Romans 5:12
2. Enslaved to Satan. Ephesians 2:1-3
3. Corruption. 2 Peter 1:4

ALL DIE

1. By imputation of sin. Romans 5:19
2. By inheritance of a sinful heart. Mark 7:20-23
3. By personal acts of sin. Romans 3:12

ALL SIN

FOR SIN

1. Redemption and justification. 1 Peter
1:18-19
2. Identification and regeneration.
Romans 6:5; Titus 3:5
3. Forgiveness. Colossians 1:14

FOR JUDGMENT

1. Propitiation. 1 John 4:10
2. Under grace. Galatians 3:13; Romans
6:14
3. Eternal life and glory. Romans 8:29-30

To nullify salvation a person would have to:
1. Outsin God's grace. Ephesians 1:7
2. Nullify Christ's blood. 1 Peter 1:18-19
3. Break the Spirit's seal. Ephesians 4:30
4. Remove oneself from Christ. Romans 6:5
5. Remove Christ from oneself. Colossians 1:27
6. Become unborn. 2 Corinthians 5:17
7. Cause Christ to not be his life. Colossians 3:3-4
8. Lose eternal life. 1 John 5:11-13
9. Thwart God's accomplished purpose of glorifying
the called. Romans 8:29-30
10. Make God loosen His grip. John 10:27-28
11. Make God's promises untrue. Romans 8:38-39; John
5:24; 1 Peter 1:3-5
12. Make Christ lose His righteousness or somehow
make His salvation depend upon His own
righteousness. 1 Corinthians 1:30

SECURITY

GOD

THROUGH DEATH

1. Reconciliation. 2 Corinthians 5:18
2. Satan defeated – Christian adopted.
Colossians 1:13
3. Sanctification. Romans 8:4
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Prayer

Fellowship Witnessing

Matthew 22:36-39
For God
For People

1 Peter 1:13

HOPE

1 Timothy 1:5

FAITH

LOVE

Romans 8:23-25

Philippians 2:12

John 5:24
Romans 5:1

1. Climactic
2. Complete Union
3. Rewards

1.Progressive
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3. Labor
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God applies persuasive
grace to all (it is refusable).

God applies irresistable grace
to the willing only (not refusable)
and persuasive grace to the unwilling
Faith is first
and then regeneration

God applies irresistable grace
to the unwilling (not refusable)
Regeneration is first
and then faith

Irresistable &
persuasive grace

Is a required gift
Cannot resist

Salvation

Grace for
eternal security

(from our view point)

Cannot resist

Is a received gift

For all

For all

Only for the elect

Christ's death

Can resist

Is an attained gift.

Faith is first and
then regeneration

Depravity = People have the ability
to attain to God by means of
grace given to all people

Depravity = total inability
to attain to God, but can receive the gift
of salvation in response to God's invitation

Depravity = total inability
to attain to God or respond to God

People in regard
to salvation

Faith

Based on foreknowledge
(He knows and then He elects.)

In accordance with foreknowledge
(He knows and elects at the same time
–no sequence)

Prior to foreknowledge
(He elects and then He knows)

ARMINIANISM

Election &
foreknowledge

MODERATE

CALVINISM

Derived from class
notes – Norm Geisler
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